
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Machinery management  has  increased in  importance in  today 's  farming 
operat ions because of  i ts  direct  re la t ion to  the success  of  management  in  
using land,  labor  and capi tal  to  re turn a  sat isfactory profi t .   
 
The importance of  machinery in  the total  farming operat ion is  indicated by 
the machinery costs  in  relat ion to  the total  costs .  
 
Typical ly,  machinery costs  overshadow al l  o ther  crop product ion costs  except  
land.   
 
Machinery costs  in  Japan of ten  account  for  more than twenty percent  of  total  
product ion costs ,  and can run as  high as  28,000 Yen per  0 .1 hectare  per  year  
for  r ice  cropping systems.  (Refer  to  reference-12  and fm-01ag-japan.xls )  
 
Machinery costs  in  USA often account  for  f i f ty percent  of  total  product ion 
costs ,  and can run as  high as  $200 per  acre ($500 per  hectare)  per  year  for  
intensive cropping systems on i r r igated land.  I t  i s  not  unusual  to  f ind that  the 
difference in  prof i t  f rom one farm to another  is  due solely to  di fferences in  
the machinery selected and the way i t  is  managed.  (Refer  to  referece-3 ) 
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